Discwt ES

HAVE SALT IN YOURSELVES
MARK 9:49-50

A difficult text;
“To salt”: a common word-picture in Jesus’ day;

“Fire” as the awesome and terrifying reality of God’s majestic presence;
Exopus 3:2
And the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the
bush was burning, yet it was not consumed.

Exopus 19:16-18

On the morning of the third day there were thunders and lightnings and a thick cloud on the mountain and a
very loud trumpet blast, so that all the people in the camp trembled. Then Moses brought the people out of the
camp to meet God, and they took their stand at the foot of the mountain. Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke
because the Lord had descended on it in fire. The smoke of it went up like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole
mountain

“Fire” as the administering of God'’s holy wrath upon sinful man;
GENESIS 19:24
Then the Lord rained on Sodom and Gomorrah sulfur and fire from the Lord out of heaven.

JUDE 7
...Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding cities, which likewise indulged in sexual immorality and pursued
unnatural desire, serve as an example by undergoing a punishment of eternal fire.

REVELATION 14:10-11

He also will drink the wine of God’s wrath, poured full strength into the cup of his anger, and he will be
tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. And the smoke
of their torment goes up forever and ever, and they have no rest, day or night, these worshipers of the beast and
its image, and whoever receives the mark of its name.

2 THESSALONIANS 1:7-9

...when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on
those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will suffer the
punishment of eternal destruction...

“Fire” as the purifying work of grace upon the redeemed,;
MALACHI 3:2-3
But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and
like fullers’ soap. He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them
like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the Lord.

ZECHARIAH 13:7-9

“Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, against the man who stands next to me,” declares the Lord of hosts.
“Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered; I will turn my hand against the little ones. In the whole
land, declares the Lord, two thirds shall be cut off and perish, and one third shall be left alive. And I will put this
third into the fire, and refine them as one refines silver, and test them as gold is tested. They will call upon my
name, and 1 will answer them. I will say, ‘They are my people’; and they will say, ‘The Lord is my God.””



REVELATION 3:18-19

[ counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire, so that you may be rich, and white garments so that you may
clothe yourself and the shame of your nakedness may not be seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, so that you
may see. Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent.

MATTHEW 3:11
[ baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals [ am
not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.

Which word-picture of fire is Christ using?:
HEBREWS 12.29
...for our God is a consuming fire.

The same terrifying and majestic presence of God works both wrathful destruction in the wicked and
purifying grace in the righteous.

Exopus 33:21-22
And the Lord said, “Behold, there is a place by me where you shall stand on the rock, and while my glory passes
by [ will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with my hand until I have passed by.

“Everyone will be salted with fire”;
Christ is underscoring the certainty of the preserving and purifying work of the Holy Spirit for those who love
holiness more than comfort.

PHILIPPIANS 1:6
And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.

EPHESIANS 1:13-14
In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it

“If salt has lost its saltiness, how will you make it salty again?”;
Christ emphasizes the grave danger in the sin of self-reliance.

2 CORINTHIANS 3:5
Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency is from God

MARK 2:17
And when Jesus heard it, he said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are
sick. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”

“Have salt in yourselves”;
Christ commands the impossible: to be filled and controlled by the grace-enabling Spirit.

MARK 12:30-31

And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with
all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment
greater than these.”

PHILIPPIANS 2:3
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves.

JOHN 15:4
Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you,
unless you abide in me.



“Be at peace with one another”;
Christ is commanding that the most visible and primary fruit of a true disciple be rigorously pursued: unity with
and love for the brethren

EPHESIANS 1:15-16
For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, I do not
cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers

A stern warning never to think ourselves capable of keeping God’s commands on our own

A stern warning never to presume upon the grace of God

A stern warning to never be content with evidences of past grace

An encouragement for every true disciple who takes seriously His preceding words

A reminder that salvation is all of God—yet it never bypasses the earnest work of the redeemed saint

A reminder that the clearest and most fundamental visible fruit that grace is present is unity and love for the
brethren
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