
 
 

“HE TAUGHT THEM AS ONE WHO HAD AUTHORITY” 
MARK 1:21-23 

 
Capernaum: a city of prosperity, friendly Romans, and many miracles; 

MATTHEW 8:5   
5 When he had entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, appealing to him… 
 

LUKE 4:23   
23 And he said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘“Physician, heal yourself.” What we have 
heard you did at Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well.’”  

 
The synagogue experience; 

LUKE 4:16–20   
16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, he went to the synagogue on 
the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. 17 And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled 
the scroll and found the place where it was written, 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
favor.” 20 And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in the 
synagogue were fixed on him.  
 

Jesus’ synagogue habit, and teaching habit; 
LUKE 4:16   
16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, he went to the synagogue on 
the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read.  
 

JOHN 18:20   
20 Jesus answered him, “I have spoken openly to the world. I have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, 
where all Jews come together… 
 

MARK 10:1   
1 And he left there and went to the region of Judea and beyond the Jordan, and crowds gathered to him again. 
And again, as was his custom, he taught them.  

 
 
Jesus’ commitment to corporate worship attendance was not emotional, but volitional. If 
your attendance in corporate worship is motivated purely by emotion, your commitment to 
the Body of Christ will be lacking. 

 
 

 
The teaching of truth―not the performing of miracles―is the primary instrument by which God establishes 

His kingdom among men 
ROMANS 12:2   
2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind… 
 

EPHESIANS 4:22–24   
22 to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, 23 
and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24 and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in 
true righteousness and holiness.  
 

JOHN 14:6   
6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” 
 



2 TIMOTHY 4:1–2   
1 I charge you in the presence of God… 2 preach the word…  

 
The peoples’ reaction; 

MARK 5:42   
42 And immediately the girl got up and began walking…and they were immediately overcome with amazement 
(ἐξεπλήσσοντο).  

 
Astonished at the manner of His teaching, or the substance of His teaching? 
 
Scribal authority: traditions and sayings; 

MARK 7:8–13   
8 You leave the commandment of God and hold to the tradition of men.” 9 And he said to them, “You have a fine 
way of rejecting the commandment of God in order to establish your tradition! 10 For Moses said, ‘Honor your 
father and your mother…11 But you say, ‘If a man tells his father or his mother, “Whatever you would have 
gained from me is Corban” ’ (that is, given to God)…13 thus making void the word of God by your tradition that you 
have handed down. And many such things you do.”  

 
How skilled are you at recognizing teaching that derives its authority from traditions, customs, 
or even the personality of the teacher? How skilled are you at recognizing teaching the finds its 
authority in the written Word of God? 

 
 
The authority of Jesus 
 

Over the Sabbath; 
MARK 2:27–28   
27 And he said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath. 28 So the Son of Man is lord 
even of the Sabbath.”  

 

Over the forgiveness of sins; 
MARK 2:10   
10 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the paralytic… 
 

Over unclean spirits/demons; 
MARK 3:26–27   
26 And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but is coming to an end. 27 But no one 
can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man. Then indeed he may 
plunder his house.  

 

Over nature; 
MARK 4:39   
39 And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” And the wind ceased, and there was 
a great calm.  

 

Over the Law; 
MARK 7:19   
19 …since it enters not his heart but his stomach, and is expelled?” (Thus he declared all foods clean.)  

 

Over the Temple; 
MARK 11:15   
15 And they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who sold and those who 
bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold 
pigeons.  

 
No message is clearer or more forceful in Mark’s gospel than the absolute authority possessed 
by Christ over all created things.  



 
Jesus’ teaching authority: out of His being/substance; 
―As the God-Man: who knew the hearts of men and the mind of God 

―As the victorious Champion of salvation: who had successfully endured  

      all temptation 
―As the anointed Messiah: on whose shoulders rested the salvation of  

      all God’s people 
All true biblical preaching and teaching is, in a sense, done by Christ, and must be received as such; 

EPHESIANS 2:17   
17 And he (Jesus) came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near.  

 

1 THESSALONIANS 2:13   
13 …when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but as 
what it really is, the word of God. 
 

2 PETER 1:18–19   
18 we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain. 19 And we 
have the prophetic word more fully confirmed… 
 

A reaction to be expected; 
 
Receiving, agreeing with, and even admiring biblical preaching is not enough. You must be converted; 

MATTHEW 11:21–24   
21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in you had been done in Tyre and 
Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 But I tell you, it will be more bearable on the 
day of judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for you. 23 And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? You will 
be brought down to Hades. For if the mighty works done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have 
remained until this day. 24 But I tell you that it will be more tolerable on the day of judgment for the land of 
Sodom than for you.”  

 
Consider Scripture’s repeated commands to recognize false teachers, and upon recognizing 
them, to not tolerate them in the church (Matthew 7:15, 1 John 4:1, 2 John 1:10-11, Galatians 1:8, 
Colossians 2:8, 2 Timothy 4:3-4, 2 John 1:7). Also consider Jesus’ commendation for those who 
refuse to tolerate false teachers (Revelation 2:2) and His harsh rebuke for those who do tolerate 
false teachers (Revelation 2:20).  
 

How much importance does Scripture place on the recognition of and refusal to tolerate false 
teachers? 
 

Having considered this, would you agree that the greatest judgment upon the church is its 
continued toleration of false teachers? 
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