Discwt ES

“THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD”
MARK 1:1-8

Who was Mark?

Cousin to Barnabas;
COLOSSIANS 4:10

Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, and Mark the cousin of Barnabas (concerning whom you have received
instructions—if he comes to you, welcome him),

Son of Mary, wealthy owner of the Upper Room;
Acrs12:12-13
When he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose other name was Mark, where many were

gathered together and were praying. And when he knocked at the door of the gateway, a servant girl named Rhoda
came to answer.

Failed assistant to Paul;
AcTs13:13

Now Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia. And John left them and returned
to Jerusalem,

AcTs 15:36-41

36 And after some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us return and visit the brothers in every city where we proclaimed
the word of the Lord, and see how they are.” 37 Now Barnabas wanted to take with them John called Mark. 38 But Paul
thought best not to take with them one who had withdrawn from them in Pamphylia and had not gone with them to the
work. 3° And there arose a sharp disagreement, so that they separated from each other. Barnabas took Mark with him
and sailed away to Cyprus, #° but Paul chose Silas and departed, having been commended by the brothers to the grace
of the Lord. 4! and he went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.

2 CORINTHIANS 11:26

...on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own people, danger from
Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers;

In what ways can you relate to Mark’s story: one who failed the Lord and disappointed brothers and
sisters? How do you imagine Mark and Peter spoke to one another about their respective failures of the
Lord?

Restored assistant to Paul;
2 TIMOTHY 4:11 (also Colossians 4:10)
Luke alone is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is very useful to me for ministry.

Have you experienced Jesus Christ as the Great Restorer, who restores us from our failures? Who are
some other biblical characters who experienced Jesus’ restorative power?

Mentored by and assistant to Peter;
1 PETER 5:13
She who is at Babylon, who is likewise chosen, sends you greetings, and so does Mark, my son.

Mark: the gospel of restoration for failures;

Assuming the man of 14:51-52 is Mark, why do you think he would include such an embarrassing and
humiliating detail in his narrative?

Why do you think Mark’s gospel is the most unflattering gospel in its treatment of Peter?



Literary marks of Mark

Mark’s style: compact, energetic, and vivid;

How might a 215! century audience uniquely connect to a compact, energetic, and vivid account of Jesus’
life and ministry? What are some similarities between 15t century Roman culture and 215t century western
culture?

Mark—like all biblical writers—shows an awareness of his audience;

Writing to Romans, Mark feels the need to explain many Jewish terms and customs;
MARK 3:17
James the son of Zebedee and John the brother of James (to whom he gave the name Boanerges, that is, Sons of
Thunder)...

MARK 5:41
Taking her by the hand he said to her, “Talitha cumi,” which means, “Little girl, I say to you, arise.”

MARK 7:11
But you say, ‘If a man tells his father or his mother, “Whatever you would have gained from me is Corban™ (that is,
given to God)
Mark freely uses Latin terms and measurements;
MARK 12:42
And a poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which make a penny (ko8pavtng).

Mark draws attention to items of interest to Christians living in Rome;
MARK 15:21 (cf. Rom 16:13)
And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, the father of Alexander and
Rufus, to carry his cross.

Mark’s (many) omissions;

Mark’s unmatched vividness;
MARK 3:5
And he looked around at them with anger, grieved at their hardness of heart, and said to the man, “Stretch out your
hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand was restored.

Read Mark’s gospel looking especially for vivid, real-to-life details. Have these details previously escaped
your notice? What do you think they add to the gospel account?

Jesus Christ in Mark’s gospel: never more human, never more divine;
MARK 3:9-11
9 And he told his disciples to have a boat ready for him because of the crowd, lest they crush him, 10 for he had healed
many, so that all who had diseases pressed around him to touch him. 11 And whenever the unclean spirits saw him,
they fell down before him and cried out, “You are the Son of God.”

MARK 4:38-39

38 But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion. And they woke him and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that
we are perishing?” 39 And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” And the wind ceased,
and there was a great calm.

No other gospel account captures the dual nature of Jesus quite like Mark, yet the two natures never
seem to be at tension with one another. How do you think this is?



Mark: the gospel of power to the persecuted;

The gospel of Mark is written to the most severely persecuted group of Christians in the New Testament.
How does this impact the way we understand the message of Mark?
A King’s herald;
MALACHI 3:1
“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me...”

IsAIAH 40:3-5

3 A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. # Every
valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough
places a plain...”

Flattening the hills;
MARK 2:17
[Jesus] said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I came not to call the
righteous, but sinners.”

Raising the valleys;
MARK 7:28
But she answered him, “Yes, Lord; yet even the dogs under the table eat the children's crumbs.”

In your life, does the Spirit need to do more “flattening of mountains” or more “raising of valleys™?

John in the spirit and power of Elijah;
MALACHI 4:5-6
5 “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. ¢ And he will turn the
hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers...”

LUKE 1:17

“...and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the
disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.”

The radical call to baptism;

Have you considered the radical nature of John’s call to baptism for the people of his day? How did God
uniquely qualify John for this role? How was this work necessary to prepare the way for Messiah?

The humility of John;
MATTHEW 11:11
Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist...

The call to submit to our King;
MATTHEW 11:28-29
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I

am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
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