
 
 

“YOU ARE MY BELOVED SON” 
MARK 1:9-11 

 
 

Matthew’s objection; 
MATTHEW 3:14-15 
14 John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered 
him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented.  

 
The only account of Jesus’ and John’s meeting; 

JOHN 1:31–34    
31 I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And 
John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did not know him, 
but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.”  

 
The sinlessness of Jesus; 

1 PETER 2:22 (See also: Hebrews 4:15, 2 Corinthians 5:21) 
22 He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth.  

 
Messiah’s “baptism” into sin; 

2 CORINTHIANS 5:21 (See also: 1 Peter 3:18, Mark 10:45) 
21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.  
 

ISAIAH 53:6    
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity 
of us all.  
 

Messiah was always understood to be one of the people; 
JEREMIAH 30:21    
21 Their prince shall be one of themselves; their ruler shall come out from their midst…  

 
Spend some time reflecting upon Jesus’ “plunging under the waters of human sinfulness.” Have you before 

considered the difference this event made in Jesus’ life and ministry? 

 
The “baptism” of the cross; 

MARK 10:38–39    
38 Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized 
with the baptism with which I am baptized?”  

 
The “barrier” between the supernatural and the natural; 

ISAIAH 64:1 
1 Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might quake at your presence… 

 
The “tearing” of the barrier; 

ZECHARIAH 14:4 (See also: Exodus 14:21, Isaiah 48:21) 
4 On that day his feet shall stand on the Mount of Olives…and the Mount of Olives shall be split in two from east to west by a 
very wide valley… 
 

MARK 15:38    
38 And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom.  

 
At His baptism, Jesus “sees” the opening of heaven as a type of “tearing of a barrier” between the natural and 

the supernatural. Have you considered the interaction of the natural and supernatural in these terms? What 

insight does this provide for our “tearing” of that barrier in physical death, when our existence moves from the 



natural to the supernatural? Consider Jesus’ words in the parable of the rich man and Lazarus—particularly 

Jesus’ statement regarding a “great chasm” that is fixed and the fact that “none may cross” (Luke 16:26).  
 

How does this inform us of the human effort to “see beyond the curtain of death” to the other side? How do you 

think God regards human efforts to learn more of what awaits on the other side of the “chasm”? 
 

Why might this be particularly important for a Roman audience? 

 
The anointing of a leader of minister and the imparting of “spirit power”; 

1 SAMUEL 16:13    
13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers. And the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon 
David from that day forward.  
 

LUKE 4:18–19    
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to 
proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 19 to proclaim 
the year of the Lord’s favor.”  
 

ISAIAH 11:1–2    
1 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 2 And the Spirit of the 
LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and 
the fear of the LORD.  

 
The Messiah must also be anointed with this power; 

ACTS 10:37–38 (See also: John 1:32-33, Luke 4:18) 
37 You yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John 
proclaimed: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and 
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.  
 

JOHN 1:32 
32 And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him.  
 

Consider Jesus’ anointing by the Spirit; His works and teaching were all performed as a perfect human, divinely 

empowered by the Spirit and acting in perfect faith and trust. What does this teach us of our High Priest, who is 

“able to empathize with our weaknesses” (Hebrews 4:15)?  
 

The anointed Messiah now comes in gentleness, meekness, and humility; 
TITUS 3:4–5 (See also: Ephesians 2:7, John 3:17) 
4 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of works done by us in 
righteousness, but according to his own mercy… 
 

The trinitarian nature of the passage; 
 

No other passages of Scripture represent the reality of the Trinity more clearly than the passages relating the 

baptism of Jesus.  
 

The declaration of Messiah’s anointing; 
1 KINGS 1:39    
39 There Zadok the priest took the horn of oil from the tent and anointed Solomon. Then they blew the trumpet, and all the 
people said, “Long live King Solomon!”  
 

PSALM 2:7    
7 I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you.  
 

PSALM 45:7    
7 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness. Therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness 
beyond your companions… 
 

ISAIAH 61:1 (See also: Luke 4:18, 21) 
1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to 
bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound…” 
 

The Spirit’s empowerment to be God’s Servant, and the declaration from heaven, “You are my Son,” enable Jesus not only to speak 
and act for God―but as God; 

MARK 11:27–33    



28 and they said to him, “By what authority are you doing these things, or who gave you this authority to do them?” 29 Jesus 
said to them, “I will ask you one question; answer me, and I will tell you by what authority I do these things.  
30 Was the baptism of John from heaven or from man? Answer me.”  

 
Consider the ways in which a Son can act on behalf of God. Mark’s gospel is replete with the teaching of the 

authority of Jesus to say and do the things He does (see 1:22). How important do you think it is that Mark’s 

gospel begins on this ringing note of sonship of Jesus? What would that have meant to a Roman audience? 

 
The most profound love in the universe; 

JOHN 3:35    
35 The Father loves the Son and has given all things into his hand.  
 

Reflect upon the profound nature of the love of the Father for the Son. How important to our faith is the love of 

the Father for the Son? 

 
God’s love for His Son is not unconditional love; 

COLOSSIANS 1:15    
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.  
 

HEBREWS 1:9    
9 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness 
beyond your companions.”  
 

JOHN 10:17 (See also: John 5:20, John 8:29) 
17 For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again…”  

 
Consider the Father’s praise of the Son. What is the relationship between love and praise? What about 

enjoyment and praise? Why is it important that the Father praises the Son? How does this inform us of the 

Bible’s constant theme that God desires our praise? 
 

Have you ever been troubled by God’s insistence on receive our praise? What does this passage teach us of the 

relationship between love and praise, and why that’s important? 

 

The declaration is spoken from heaven three times, and repeated in the New Testament seven times; 
MATTHEW 3:17 (See also: Luke 3:22, Matthew 17:5) 
17 And behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”  
 

2 PETER 1:17 (See also: Ephesians 1:6, Colossians 1:13) 
17 For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is 
my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased...”  
 

The most stunning and surprising truth: God loves His people with the same love; 
JOHN 15:9 (See also: Ephesians 3:14-19) 
9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love.  

 
The baptism of Jesus stands in distinction to the baptism of a believer, yet there are also many parallels; Our 

baptism symbolically opens heaven to us (Heb. 10:19-20), we receive the Holy Spirit who descends upon us 

through regeneration (Rom. 8-10), we “hear” the voice of the Father calling us His children (Rom. 8:14-18, Gal. 

4:4-7), the Father is pleased with us because He is pleased with His Son (Eph. 1:4-10), and we are made the 

objects of His eternal love (John 16:27). 
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